


Visit our website:  www.cradleylinks.co.uk 



Two Gates Ragged School Sesquicentenary 

project marking 150 years of this chapel is 

funded by a Sharing Heritage grant from 

Heritage Lottery Fund. 



How to get involved: 

•  Share your photos and documents 

•  Take part in recording your memories 

•  Write down your story and hand it in 



•  Barry Willetts (Supt): 01384 561424 

•  Midland Film & Art: 01384 635969 

•  Email: midlandfilmandart@hotmail.com 

Contact: 



Cradley Then & Now meet on the 
2nd Monday of each month. 

For further details contact: 

Jill	
  Guest	
  	
  	
  	
  01384	
  	
  635241	
  
Email	
  to:	
  	
  jillguest18@hotmail.com	
  
Visit	
  the	
  website:	
  	
  h9p://www.cradleylinks.co.uk	
  



VESTRY CINEMA 
Today’s screenings in the Vestry Cinema of Limited License movies 

M I D L A N D  F I L M  A N D  A R T 	
  

Film	
  Shows 	
  

1st Show	
   Movie Title:	
   (Time)	
   2nd Show	
  

11:00	
   Cradley	
  Early	
  History	
   (11m)	
   14:00	
  

11:15	
   Flint	
  Fields	
  of	
  Oldnall	
   (10m)	
   14:15	
  

11:30	
   Beech	
  Tree	
  Colliery	
   (20m)	
  

12:00	
   The	
  Children’s	
  Friend	
  	
  
(Joe	
  Stevens	
  –	
  extended)	
  

(17m)	
  

12:30	
   Chainmaking	
   (17m)	
  

13:00	
   Clifford	
  Wille9s	
  
(extended)	
  

(20m)	
  

13:30	
   Brickmaking	
  	
  
‘a	
  forgo9en	
  industry’	
  

(15m)	
  



Harry Perry 
1st Superintendent 

Harry kept the shop on 
Two Gates opposite to 

Toys Lane  



Noah Hingley 
(1796-1877)  

One of the founders of  
Two Gates Ragged School 

Noah was a churchwarden at 
Cradley Chapel and an 
Ironmaster who started his 
chain works in Cradley in 
1839 before moving to larger 
premises at Netherton 



John Forrest 
Superintendent 

His classes were popular and a note made on June 28th 1881 showed:- 
•      average morning attendance  120  
•      average afternoon attendance  152 

John grew up with his first language being Spanish.  
He arrived in England in 1865.  

Born at San Cristobal 
in Spain, 1859. 
Was the manager of 
Whitley Colliery, 
Halesowen  



Winners of the Woodhouse Shield 1936 



Mrs Phoebe Bloomer 
President  

Two Gates ‘Bright Hour’ 

Phoebe attended the Sunday afternoon 
ladies class and also the normal 6:00pm 
evening chapel service. 

She led Two Gates ‘Bright Hour’ for 
ladies which was held at 3:00pm on 
Tuesday afternoons. 



Percy Bate 

Harry Clift 

Eddie Truman 

Albert Slater 

TGRS Organists 



Step 1: Create a free geocaching account. 

www.geocaching.com 

3 Steps to Begin Your Adventure! 

Explore, find and log geocaches around the 
world. You can also get access to more tools 
to make geocaching even better with a 
Geocaching Premium membership. 



Use Geocaching.com or the official 
Geocaching® apps for iPhone and 
Android to pick a geocache and 
navigate to its location. 

3 Steps to Begin Your Adventure! 



Step 3: Share your experience. 

3 Steps to Begin Your Adventure! 

Once you find it - 
• sign and date the logbook,  
• re-hide the geocache exactly how 
you found it, and  

• share your experience online. 



Title:  Cradley Trai l  Ragged School 
How to find our geocache  

Geocache Ref:  G C 3 P 6 Y 9  

Description: 
A 35mm film canister set in the grounds of 
Two Gate Ragged School. Due to tree 
cover co-ordinates may be a bit out. 

Co-ordinates:  N 52° 27.322   W 002° 05.239  

                                       British Grid: SO 94164  84163 



The first sign of human occupation in Dudley 
Borough was found at Cradley in 2001, this was a 
chert axe head of the Palaeolithic period, made by 
a forerunner of our own species, a proto Homo 
Sapien Neanderthal.  It dates to about 475,000 BC 
and was authenticated by Birmingham University 

John Hemingway (2005) 

Cradley Early History 



A landscape study shows 
that there were four main 
settlements in the 
medieval period: 

•   Netherend,  

•   Overend,  

•   Cradley and  

•   Oldnall. 
John Hemingway (2005) 

Cradley Early History 



Oldnall Flint Fields 
Nearly 6,000 struck pieces of flint dating to Mesolithic times 

(Middle Stone Age) have been found on Oldnall fields. 

Cradley Early History 



Oldnall Flint Fields 
Also found were arrowheads from the later Neolithic and 

Bronze Ages, as well as a pottery shard from the Iron Age.  
A dolphin brooch and a glass phial dating from the first four 

centuries AD, suggest that at one time there was a Romano-
British farmstead at Oldnall.  

Cradley Early History 



The Broadstone 
Formed some 280 million years ago during the 

carboniferous period, this ancient stone weighs some 15 
cwt.  A map dated 1610 shows it as a boundary marker 
between the parishes of Cradley and Lutley at Foxcote 
Lane.  Local folk believed it capable of granting wishes.  
‘Spit upon it and wish’. Brought from Foxcote Lane and 

placed here by residents of Two Gates, 27th August 1967 

Cradley Early History 

Volunteers will help you find the 
Broadstone in the chapel grounds. 



The Broadstone 
An ancient Cradley boundary marker removed 

from Foxcote Lane to the chapel for safekeeping 

Cradley Early History 



Two Gates Mens Own 
Circa 1909 



The Gates 
at Two Gates Ragged School 

Illustration by: Jim Round 



John Pounds and the First Ragged School  
in his Cobbler’s Shop at Portsmouth (c.1818) 

Illustration by B Sharp 



Images with permission of The Ragged Schools Museum 





Vernon died on July 23rd 1923 at the General Hosp, Birmingham 

Air Mechanic Royal Air Force (WW1). Service No 264387 

Vernon Broughton HARRIS 





Letters of support  



Harvest 
Festival 
1997 





Barry’s Little Helpers 

‘The Ladies’ who help to organise events at Two Gates Ragged School 


